Let’s Meet Elijah
Date: 15 January 2020
Text: 1 Kings 17:1
Key Lesson: Like Elijah, we speak the words of the living God.
The days in which Elijah lived were much like our world today. A majority of people did not worship
the LORD. The worshipped and served false gods. Immorality and godlessness prevailed. As it was with Elijah,
God has called us to minister and serve Him in this godless world.

Elijah’s Name
Elijah lived in Israel more than 2,900 years ago. He was a real person just like you. He was one of the
great prophets of the Old Testament. His name means, “My God is Jehovah ”. That is important because he
lived in a day when many people in Israel had stopped worshipping Jehovah and were now worshipping a
false god called Baal. Elijah loved and obeyed God even when most people had turned against God. During
the three years that King Ahab searched for Elijah, every time they mentioned his name, it reminded people
that his God was Jehovah and theirs was not.
If we call ourselves Christians, we are saying that we are “Christ-like ones ”. Are we living up to that
name? Do we act like Christ? Do we talk like Christ? Does our way of life remind others of Christ? Do we
worship Him only or does He compete with materialism and pleasures?

Elijah’s Home Area

Elijah was a Tishbite because he grew up in a small town called Tishbe that was located on the east
side of the Jordan River in the section of Israel called Gilead. The word “Gilead” means, “rocky region”. It was
a mountainous area that was not heavily populated. “The people of the rocky hill country of Gilead were
rough, tough, rugged, and perhaps somewhat solemn and stern. They dwelt close to God’s creation in crude
villages as shepherds rather than in the lavish surroundings of the palace. Such surroundings tend to spoil
people’s character and make them soft rather than tough and rugged. The people of Gilead were hardened
and disciplined by the weather and walking over the mountainous terrain.”1 God did not tell us anything else
about Elijah. We do not even know how old he was when God called him to be a prophet.
We do not need to be well known or popular in order for God to use us. We simply need to be
walking close to the Lord. Paul reminded us in First Corinthians that God delights in using ordinary people.
(1 Corinthians 1:27-29) "But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath
chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things
which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: That no flesh
should glory in his presence. "

Elijah’s Appearance

God gives us a glimpse of Elijah’s appearance in (2 Kings 1:7-8) "And he said unto them, What manner of
man was he which came up to meet you, and told you these words? And they answered him, He was an hairy man, and girt
with a girdle of leather about his loins. And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite. " This tells us much about his character.

His upper garment was of camel’s hair. His belt was a strip of leather. These were the clothes of the poor. He
was not materialistic, vain or interested in impressing people. He was a rough mountain man. In stark
contrast, Edersheim points out that the clothing of the priests of Baal were white linen garments and highpointed bonnets.2 No one could have missed Elijah. He would have stood out distinctly.
The Bible does not say that Christians have to dress like rough mountain people, but God does say
that we are to dress modestly. (1 Timothy 2:9-10) "In like manner also, that women adorn themselves in modest

apparel, with shamefacedness and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array; But (which becometh
women professing godliness) with good works. "

Elijah’s Boldness
Jehovah God had told Elijah to give a message of judgment to King Ahab. Elijah’s appearance before
King Ahab was sudden and startling. Where he met King Ahab, nobody knows. It might have been in the
palace, in his garden, at the city gate, at his dinner table, or any other place. Here is how it might have
happened. Perhaps God made it so that the palace guards could not see Elijah. He walked right past them to
enter the dining room of King Ahab. After he gave Ahab God’s message, he walked back out without anyone
seeing him. Perhaps he met King Ahab when he was out in his garden and then just walked away without
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guards seeing him. Maybe he just boldly approached the king’s throne with his message and boldly walked
away while God protected him.
Elijah’s boldness in speaking out for the Lord is a challenge for us. Far too often, we are cowardly in
our attempts to speak for the Lord. We ought to be tactful, but bold. We ought to be polite but clear.

Elijah’s Message

Elijah’s message was the very words God Himself. It was brief yet powerful. He began by saying,
“Jehovah God of Israel lives.” The Hebrew word order is “Living Jehovah God of Israel”. That is important
because the false god Baal whom Ahab and Jezebel worshipped was not a living god. Baal was just an idol
carved from wood or stone. Worshippers of Baal believed that he was a god of nature who controlled the
weather and had power to make the soil, animals and humans more fruitful. Only Jehovah God is the true
and living God. Thirty times in the Bible God calls Himself “the living God .” (See Psalm 115:2-8)
Elijah then said King Ahab, “I stand before God’s face”. He was standing in God’s presence
representing God as he spoke. He was saying exactly what God told him to say.
We must never forget that we always stand in the presence of God. Jeremiah wrote, (Jeremiah 23:24)
"Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? saith the LORD. Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the
LORD. " Not only do we stand in God’s presence, if we know the Lord, we are actually God’s temple. (1
Corinthians 6:19-20) "What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have
of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit,
which are God's. "

Elijah’s brief speech continued, “there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my
word.” Remember that Ahab, Jezebel and the people of Israel believed that the false god Baal controlled the
weather and the fruitfulness of all things. Jehovah God was going to prove to everyone that He alone was in
control of the weather not the false god Baal. This was a message of judgment.
God does not tell us Ahab’s immediate response to Elijah’s speech. He may have laughed. He may
have gotten angry. He may have been speechless. It is not for us to worry how people will respond to God’s
word that we share. Our duty is regularly and accurately to share God’s message.

Elijah’s Prayer

In the book of James we read, "Elias [Elijah] was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed
earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. " (James 5:17)

Elijah prayed that God would do exactly what He said he would do. He prayed that God would stop the rain
and dew, and that is exactly what God did.

Review Questions
1. What did the name “Elijah” mean?
2. What was Elijah’s home area of Gilead like?
3. How did Elijah dress?
4. How did the priests of Baal dress?
5. What was Elijah’s first statement to King Ahab?
6. How did Jehovah’s message challenge Baal?
7. What did Elijah do to support his message?

