Camping by the Brook
Date: 22 January 2020
Text: 1 Kings 17:2-7
Key Lesson: God has lessons for us to learn during trials.

The word of the Lord (v.2)

After Elijah gave King Ahab God’s message, God’s word came to him again and told him where to go
and hide. We note that God did not tell him new instructions until
he had obeyed the first. Today, God speaks to us through the Bible.
If we do not spend quality time in the Bible, we may miss what God
wants to say to us. When we need God’s direction for our life, we
must both search the Bible and pray. God never leads contrary to
the Bible.

Get thee hence (v.3)

King Ahab lived in Samaria (find it in the middle of the
map). God said to Elijah, “Get thee hence”. That means turn around and
go away. God did not want him to stay in or near Samaria. He was
to turn and go eastward toward the Jordan River (find it running
north to south between the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea). Then
he must hide himself by the brook Cherith. In Israel, a brook of this
kind is a wadi. A wadi is a stream in an eroded valley that remains
dry except during rainy season. The wadi Cherith ran down the
mountains toward the Jordan River. The Jordan River flows in the deepest valley in the world. It enters the
Dead Sea at 423m below sea level. In some locations, the Jordan River valley is bordered by high steep cliffs.
The valley is warmer than other areas of Israel. This is where Elijah was to hide himself. God would keep the
king from finding Elijah, yet Elijah must do his part and hide himself.

It shall be (v.4)

God promised Elijah daily provisions. He promised Elijah water to drink from the brook Cherith. That
was a blessing, but it was not a miracle. God also said, “I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.” Now that was
a miracle. God is so great that even the birds obey Him.
What kind of birds are ravens? Ravens are smart creatures rated up there with
chimpanzees and dolphins. They give each other directions by pointing their beaks. They like
to play. They can learn to mimic sounds and speech.1 However, a key trait of ravens is that
they as scavengers. That means they eat mostly carrion. That is a fancy word for dead rotting
meat from dead animals. They are not the kind of birds that would share their food, yet God
commanded these big black ravens to carry food to Elijah. God’s promises were certain “it shall be”. His
promises were sufficient (1Ki 17:6).2 That ought to be a comfort to you and me as well.

There (v.4)

Notice the word “there” at the end of verse 4. God commanded the ravens to deliver his meals “there”
next to the brook Cherith. Had he gone any place else, he would have starved. “When the Lord sends us to a
difficult place in life, there is the tendency to want to be somewhere else. After all, who likes pain? Who likes
sickness? Who likes financial trouble? Who likes to struggle? What we must learn is that if God sends us to a
Cherith, He knows what He is doing. The only place for us to be is where God sends us! If we find ourselves
in a difficult situation, we can do no better than to submit to it as the will of God for our lives and learn to
trust Him while we are there.”3
Why did God send Elijah to the brook Cherith? It was a place of protection. It was isolated from
society and an unlikely place to camp out. It offered a quiet, undisturbed location for Elijah to learn greater
dependence on God. Another reason for this hidden location may be that during times of apostasy God
always withdraws His prophets.4
Elijah obeyed God, turned eastward, found the brook Cherith and hid himself there just as God told
him to do (1Ki 17:5). God wants to lead our lives. Obeying God, even when we do not fully understand, is
always to our advantage (Psalm 37:23; Proverbs 3:5-6; 2Corinthians 12:9). It is always right to obey God even
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when God’s way seems unusual. There are many caves in Israel. Perhaps Elijah found a small cave near the
brook in which to make his little home.

God provided (v.6)

Just as God had promised, every morning and every evening a flock of ravens came bringing him his
meals (1Ki 17:6). The unclean ravens brought Elijah bread and flesh. The word bread usually refers to a flat
bread made from flour, but the word can refer to any kind of food. Whether the ravens brought him only
flour bread or other kinds of fruit and vegetables, we will have to wait to ask him in heaven one day. Was the
meat that the birds brought raw or cooked? I believe it was cooked. Here is why. To cook meat you must
have a fire. Fires make smoke. People would see the smoke and follow it to Elijah’s hiding place. For this
reason, I do not think Elijah made any fires.
Where did the ravens get the bread and flesh every morning and every evening? God could have
prepared it and given it to the ravens. That is possible, but here is my idea. I like to think that the ravens took
it out of King Ahab’s kitchen. As the palace cook prepared the king breakfast, the birds flew in the open
window and took the bread and meat right off the king’s plate. That may not be what happened, but it could
have been since the terrible famine made it difficult for common people to get bread and meat to eat.

Gods’ Supply

Here are some thoughts Dixon gives us to ponder about God’s provisions.5
THE SUPPLY THAT HE ENJOYED
(1) The SOURCE was God Himself (verse 4). He is sovereign; He controls nature.
(2) The METHOD was miraculous. The brook kept running, and the ravens were God’s errand-boys!
(3) The REGULARITY was consistent. “Morning and evening” – without fail!
(4) The VARIETY showed God’s grace. “Bread and meat…”
(5) The SUFFICIENCY – there was enough until God’s purpose was fulfilled.

Elijah’s Quiet Time

What did Elijah do all day long? He must have felt rather lonely. He had no Bible to read. He had no
music for listening. He probably had no scrolls to read. He had no entertainment. He had no friends with
whom to talk. Perhaps he sang quietly. Certainly, he spent time praying, meditating and worshipping God.
“For Elijah, however, this time by the brook was surely designed to maintain his inner life with God
and to further prepare him for the testings and the ministry that would follow. It would become a place of
testing but also of spiritual growth.”6
Every one of us need quiet times alone with God. We need daily quiet time with God in the Bible,
prayer, meditation, song and worship. We also benefit from quiet holidays in nature away from the tech
distractions and daily burdens.

And it came to pass

Our text continues, “And it came to pass after a while”. This literally says “at the end of days”. God knew how
long the brook would flow. This was no surprise to God. God also knew what He would do next. Eventually,
“the brook dried up” and Elijah needed water to drink. Just has God said and as Elijah had been praying, there
had been no rain in the land for a long time. However, it was not until he was in need that God told him
what to do next.
A dry brook is not always a sign of God’s displeasure. Certainly, God uses the events of life to chasten
us when we walk outside of His will. However, there are times when He will let your brook dry up in the
midst of your serving Him. Sometimes, the brooks of life dry up because God is pleased with us and desires
to take us on to new and better things. He knows us and He knows that we would be reluctant to leave a
place where everything was going perfectly. Therefore, He will dry up our brook causing us to be willing to go
where He leads us. Sometimes, God allows the brook to dry up because we are guilty of trusting the brook
more than we trust Him. We are to learn to look to the Lord and not to His gifts! Even when the gifts are
gone, we are to trust Him by faith! 7
Our dry brook may be the loss of a job, the death of a loved one, decline of good health, a financial
setback, or another major loss. When “the brook dries up” what are we to do? We must remember that God
is still on the throne and in control. He may be allowing us to struggle to increase our empathy for others
who are struggling (2Co 1:4). God may be using it as a thorn in the flesh to keep us humble as he did with
Paul (2Co 12:9). It may be to increase our dependence and trust in the Lord (Ps 56:3). Whatever God’s
purpose, we can be sure that God will never leave us (Heb 13:5) and He will show us the next step I His
good time.
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