


Serving God is a personal choice

• It means that your entire life, which includes how you live, and what you think, say or do, 
must be an act of service to God. That is the essence of serving God.

• “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield 
yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments 
of righteousness unto God.”



Continued

• God brought their fathers out of Egypt

• God gave the people fertile land that they received without labour or work

• God did many wonderful things for the people

verse 14

• Joshua told the people that they have to make a choice of who they where going to serve - 15

• Joshua made the choice that he was going to serve the LORD – End of verse 15

• They had to make a conscience choice.

• Serving God is a personal choice, and decision each of us have to make



continued



God gives us a free will to choose, but it’s your responsibility to make the right choice



You may be serving yourself.

• Fortune & money (Constantly needy)

• Fame, power and respect

• Lusts, selfish desires, and covetousness



continued

• Pleasures

• God wants you to enjoy life, but if you put other things before God it becomes sin

• “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For men shall be lovers of 

their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 

unholy, Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers 

of those that are good, Traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of 

God; Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.”

Selfishness

• God said all these things would happen, we can see that all around us today!



You may be serving the Lord.

• What have I been doing for Christ this past year?

• This past month?

• This past week?

• If you had to write down everything you did for God this past week, what would you write 
down?

• Many times we know what God commands us to do, we just choose not to obey Him, but 
rather to follow our own selfish desires

daily
• This will be a helpful reminder that the devil is doing everything he can to distract us from 

serving God
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• Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour:

• It may not even be openly obvious or wicked, but it still keeps us far away from God

• Satan can even use good things in our lives to keep us from doing what God wants us to do

• We might not be doing anything bad, but we might not be doing anything good either.

• Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.



The Bible says you can’t serve God and this world

I serve God
• Going to church once or twice a week is not serving God, it’s part of serving God, but serving God should be a 

continual submission and service to Him every day of our lives

• “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he 
will hold to one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon. “

materialism

• God says you can’t serve two masters - It’s impossible

• You have to make a choice in our own heart that you are going to serve God!

• Just being religious on the outside doesn’t mean your serving God, God see’s the heart
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• “Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do.” 
• They where just religious on the outside, but they where not truly serving God

• Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness. I speak after the 
manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members 
servants to uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members 
servants to righteousness unto holiness. For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free 
from righteousness. What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for 
the end of those things is death. But now being made free from sin, and become servants to 
God, ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.

• “You can’t serve a God you don’t know”



Serving God - overview

• Serving God is a personal choice we have to make
It’s impossible!



The 1st main reason is - God commands us to serve Him

• “And now, Israel, what doth the LORD thy God require of thee, but to fear the LORD thy God, 
to walk in all his ways, and to love him, and to serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and 
with all thy soul, To keep the commandments of the LORD, and his statutes, which I command 
thee this day for thy good?”

• To fear Him

• To walk in all His ways

• To love Him

• To serve the LORD thy God with all thy heart and with all thy soul

• To keep His commandments

• To keep His statutes (His law or decree)
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• “Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing.”

commands
• This whole verse is not a suggestion, it’s a direct command!

Serve me if you feel like it If you have time Serve me with 
gladness!
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• Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. And the world passeth 
away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

• We can clearly see in the scriptures that God commands us to leave our selfish ways (the lust 
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life) and serve Him instead

• “If ye love me, keep my commandments.”

BIG



The 2nd reason        Jesus died for us

• “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:”

• God sent his son, Jesus, from heaven above to come down to this earth and live among 
the poorest men, be tempted in all ways possible, get mocked and ridiculed, beaten and 
tortured, and eventually be put to death on the cross, while paying for all our sin, and 
then he offers us a free gift of eternal life in paradise (Heaven) for ever with God, yet 
sometimes we don’t even mention His very name!

• For he (God) hath made him (Jesus) to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him.
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• “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.”     - While we were sinners (1 John 4:19 “We love him, because he first loved us.”)

• For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, 
that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth: Who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed 
[himself] to him that judgeth righteously: Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on 
the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were 
healed. For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and 
Bishop of your souls.

least
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• “Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God: But made himself of no reputation, and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of 
the cross.”

• “After all he’s done for me, how can I do less then give him my best and live for him 
completely, after all he’s done for me”



The 3rd reason - God made us and will judge us

• “Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are 
his people, and the sheep of his pasture.”

NONE! 
• God does give us a free will, but we will be judged for the way we lived

• “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for 
this is the whole duty of man. For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret 
thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. “

every
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• “Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and 
walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: but know thou, that for all 
these things God will bring thee into judgment. Therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, and 
put away evil from thy flesh: for childhood and youth are vanity.“

• Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth

• Let thy heart cheer thee

• Walk in the ways of thine heart

• And in the sight of thine eyes

• “But know thou, that for all these things God will bring thee into Judgment”
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Therefore

Well done! thou good and faithful servant

Good or Bad
• We can’t hide anything from God.

• As Christians we should not have a carless attitude, just because we are saved doesn’t mean 
we are living a life pleasing to God, it takes for and effort to serve God

• The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.

• God sees all our deeds, let’s do our best to serve God in every way.

• Remember we are all going to stand before God one day, let’s not be ashamed of his coming



Serving God - Overview

• Serving God is a choice
• You might be serving yourself or God

• You can’t serve God and this world

• Three reason why you should serve God 
• 1) God commands us to serve Him

• 2) Jesus died for us

• 3) God made us and will judge us



• I gave My life for thee, My precious blood I shed, That thou might ransomed be, And 
raised up from the dead; I gave, I gave My life for thee, What hast thou giv’n for Me?

• My Father’s house of light, My glory-circled throne I left for earthly night, For wand’rings
sad and lone; I left, I left it all for thee, Hast thou left aught for Me?

• I suffered much for thee, More than thy tongue can tell, Of bitt’rest agony, To rescue thee 
from hell; I’ve borne, I’ve borne it all for thee, What hast thou borne for Me?

• And I have brought to thee, Down from My home above, Salvation full and free, My 
pardon and My love; I bring, I bring rich gifts to thee, What hast thou brought to Me?



Last side note

if 
any man serve me, him will my Father honour
• God will bless, reward and honour us if we serve Him with our life

• “And he said to them all, if any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily, and follow me.”


