
8:17) "And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, 

that we may be also glorified together." He for Christ’s 

sake has forgiven us. (Ephesians 4:32) "And be ye kind 
one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 

even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." 

4) Our Master in heaven is also our Judge. One day, He will 

justly and fairly judge our lives, including how we have 

treated those under us. 

b. With God as our example, we have no excuse. 
1) Not only does His Word guide us, but we daily experience 

His benevolent care for us. 

2) If we learned to be as benevolent to those under us as 

God is to us, what a difference it would make in our lives! 

Conclusion: Working conditions in England during the 19th century were abysmal. Men, 

women, and children labored in dangerous factories during the day and went home to dirty 

tenement slums at night. Many of the factory owners cared little for the well-being of their 

employees. 

But during that time, the owners of the Cadbury chocolate company were different. 

Quakers by conviction and business entrepreneurs by giftedness, they focused on improving the 

working conditions of their 200 workers. The Cadburys built a state-of-the-art factory with 

heated dressing rooms, a kitchen, and recreational areas. And to care for the employees’ 

spiritual needs, the workday started with Bible study. 

Colossians 4:1 tells us: “Masters, give your bondservants what is just and fair, knowing 

that you also have a Master in heaven.” Certainly the Cadburys sought to give their employees 

what was just and fair. But their heavenly orientation motivated them to go a step further to 

meet physical and spiritual needs. 

Though we may not own a company, we do have regular contact with a variety of people. 

As believers, it is important to be ethical in our dealings. We can also, with God’s enablement, 

care about others’ well-being through prayer, encouragement, and the meeting of physical 

needs (Gal. 6:10). — by Dennis Fisher, Our Daily Bread (on PreceptAustin.org) 

Think about those who are under you. It may be your employees, 

your wife, your family, your students, your classmates, your siblings, or 

someone else. How benevolent are you toward them? Do you treat 

those under you as you would want them to treat you if they were over 

you? Do you voluntarily give of your resources to treat them justly and 

right, and to treat them with equality as a fellow human beings? If there 

is room for improvement, I challenge you to ask the Lord for help to 

take steps to change your ways. 

Song: More Like the Master - 325 

Be Benevolent to those Under You 
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Introduction: A slave in the first century had few if any rights, yet he 

was still a human being and deserved to be treated as such. Slavery, in 

and of itself, was not wrong, but the wrong was the improper treatment 

of slaves. If every slave worked for his master as instructed in Colossians 

3:22-25, and every master treated his slaves as instructed in Colossians 

4:1, many of the slavery problems would have been resolved. 

 We do not own slaves today, but most of us have someone under 

us. You may have employees under you. You may hire someone to do a 

job for you. If a husband, your wife and children are under your 

leadership. If a wife, your children are under you. If a child, your 

younger siblings are under you. Therefore, the principles found in 

Colossians 4:1, do apply to most of us. 

 The main principle of this verse is that we are to be benevolent to 

those under us.  

Transition: A close look at this verse reveals our duty, our standard, and 

our example toward those under us. 

1. Our Duty 
a. Paul begins, “Masters, give.” 

1) This is addressed to Christian masters. Whether or not the 

slaves are believers is not an issue. As a master, he is over 

someone as a leader. 

2) The word give is key to the passage. Its primary meaning 

is to give of our resources. We find it 16x in the Bible, 

used in various ways. For example: In Luke 6:29, when hit, 

we are to offer the other cheek. In Luke 18:5, because the 

woman troubled the unjust judge, he helped her. The slave 

girl in Acts 16:16 brought her masters much gain by 

soothsaying. It is translated, showing thyself a pattern of 

good works in Titus 2:7. 

3) God is here commanding masters to give voluntarily of 

their own resources to their servants or slaves. Slaves had 

the same human needs as masters for food, clothing, 

shelter, medical care, rest, etc. Of their own will, masters 

were to give of their own resources to meet these needs 



of their slaves. 

b. We, too, are to give to those under us. 
1) If you are an employer or hire someone to do a job for 

you, those working for you have the same basic human 

needs that you have. Do not withhold what they earn. 

2) Husbands, your wife has needs that God wants you to 

provide. Your children have needs that you are to provide. 

3) Wives, your family has needs for meals, clean clothes, 

comfort, love, etc. that God wants you to supply. 

4) Children, your younger siblings have needs that you can 

provide. Lend them a hand.  

5) God wants each of us to be benevolent to those under us. 

2. Our Standard 
a. Masters are commanded to give what is just and 

equal. 
1) The word “just” refers to that which is right. This word is 

often translated “righteous.” It speaks of that which is 

right in the sight of God. It is the right way to treat a 

fellow human. A good question to ask ourselves is, “Is this 

the right way I would want to be treated?” 

2) Solomon wrote, (Proverbs 12:10) "A righteous man 
regardeth the life of his beast: but the tender mercies of 

the wicked are cruel." 

3) The word equal speaks of equality. The only other place 

we find it in the Bible is in (2 Corinthians 8:14) "But by an 
equality, that now at this time your abundance may be 
a supply for their want, that their abundance also may 

be a supply for your want: that there may be equality." 

Slaves must be treated with basic human equality. All men 

are created equal. 

4) The Cambridge Bible Commentary states, "the master is 

not commanded to surrender his status, but to respect 

the interests of the slave as faithfully as his own, and to 

banish caprice and favouritism." To this, John Eadie adds, 

“The equality lay in reciprocal duty; if the slave is bound 

to serve the master, the master is bound equally to 

certain duties to the slave.” 

b. This is also to be our standard. 
1) We are to give from our own resources that which is just 

and equal to those under us. That is a high standard, but it 

is God’s standard. 

2) We recall Jesus’ words in (Matthew 7:12) "Therefore all 
things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the 

prophets." 

3) We want others to treat us with justice and equality, so 

we ought to do the same for them. The fact that the 

person is under you has nothing to do with it. He or she is 

a human being, created by God. 

4) How have you been treating those who are under you? If 

you switched places with those under you and received 

what you have been giving them, would you be pleased? 

5) Perhaps this principle is why the Lord commands 

husbands to love their wives as they love themselves! It is 

also the reason that we are to forgive as Christ forgave us. 

3. Our Example 
a. We have a Master in heaven. 

1) When King Saul was hunting David, David gave a classic 

illustration of the mighty monarch over his lowly servant. 

He said to Saul, (1 Samuel 24:14) "After whom is the king 
of Israel come out? after whom dost thou pursue? after 

a dead dog, after a flea." 

2) The Lord in heaven is our Master. He is over us in every 

sense of the word. His mastery over us is far greater than 

that of the most dominate master over the most helpless 

slave, and yet He never abuses His mastery. He always 

gives of His resources to meet our needs. 

3) He is always just and treats us with equality to His son. He 

sent His Son to die in our place. (1 John 4:10) "Herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and 

sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins." He 

adopted us into His own family. (Ephesians 1:5) "Having 
predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his 

will," He made us joint heirs with Jesus Christ. (Romans 


